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US mandates vaccines or tests for big companies by Jan. 4 


By DAVID KOENIG Associ- 
ated Press 

Tens of millions of Ameri- 
cans who work at com- 
panies with 100 or more 
employees will need to be 
fully vaccinated against 
COVID-19 by Jan. 4 or get 
tested for the virus weekly 
Under government rules Is- 
sued Thursday. 

The new requirements are 
the Biden administration's 
boldest move yet to per- 
suade_ reluctant Ameri- 
cans to finally get a vac- 
cine that has been widely 
available for months -- or 
potentially face financial 
consequences. If success- 
ful, administration officials 
believe if will go a long way 
toward ending a pandem- 
ic that has killed more than 
750,000 Americans. 

First previewed by Presi- 
dent Joe Biden in Septem- 
ber, the requirements will 
apply to about 84 million 
workers at medium and 
large businesses, although 
it is not clear how many of 
those employees are un- 
vaccinated. 

The Occupational Safety 
and Health Administration 
regulations will force the 
companies to require that 
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unvaccinated workers test 
negative for COVID-19 at 
least Once a week and 
wear a mask while in the 
workplace. 

OSHA leff open the possi- 
bility of expanding the re- 
quirement to smaller busi- 
nesses. If asked for public 
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comment on whether em- 
ployers with fewer than 100 
employees could handle 
vaccination or testing pro- 
grams. 

Tougher rules will apply to 
another 17 million people 
who work in nursing homes, 
hospitals and other facilities 
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that receive money from 
Medicare and Medicaid. 
Those workers will not have 
an option for testing — they 
will need to be vaccinated. 
Workers will be able to ask 
for exemptions on medical 
or religious grounds. 

The requirements will not 





apply to people who work 
at home or outdoors. 

Biden framed the issue as 
a simple choice between 
getting more people vac- 
cinated or prolonging the 
pandemic. 


Continued on next page 
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Continued from Front 

"While | would have much 
preferred that  require- 
ments not become neéeces- 
sary, too many people re- 
main unvaccinated for us 
to get out of this pandemic 
for good," he said Thursday 
in a statement. 

Biden said his encourage- 
ment for businesses to im- 
pose mandates and his 
own previous requirements 
for the military and federal 
contractors have helped 
reduce the number of un- 
vaccinated Americans 
over 12 from 100 million in 
late July to about 60 million 
Now. 

Those measures, he said, 
have not led to mass fir- 
ings or worker shortages, 
adding that vaccines have 
been required before to 
fight other diseases. 

OSHA said companies that 
fail fo comply with the reg- 
ulations could face penal- 
ties of nearly $14,000 per 
violation. 

The agency will face en- 
forcement challenges. 
Even counting help from 
states, OSHA has only 1,850 
insoectors to oversee 130 
million workers at 8 million 
workplaces. An administra- 
tion official said the agency 
will resoond to whistleblow- 
er complaints and make 
limited soot checks. 

The release of the rules 
followed weeks of regula- 
tory review and meetings 
with business groups, labor 
Unions and others. 

OSHA drafted the rules un- 
der emergency authority 
meant to protect workers 
from an imminent health 
hazard. The agency esti- 
mated that the vaccine 
mandate will save more 
than 6,500 worker lives and 
orevent more than 250,000 
hospitalizations over the 
next six months. 

The rules set up potential 
legal battles along partisan 
lines between states and 
the federal government. 
Several states and Repub- 
lican governors threatened 
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to sue, contending that 
the administration lacks 
the power to make such 
sweeping mandates under 
emergency authority. 
OSHA's parent agency, the 
Labor Department, says it 
is On sound legal footing. 
The department's top le- 
gal official, Seema Nanda, 
said OSHA rules preempt 
conflicting state laws or or- 
ders, including those that 
bar employers from requir- 
ing vaccinations, testing or 
face masks. 

Senate Republicans imme- 
diately launched a petition 
to force a vote to overturn 
the vaccine mandate, but 
with Democrats controlling 
the chamber, the effort is 
nearly certain to fail. 

The rules will require work- 
ers to receive either two 
doses of the Pfizer or Mod- 
erna vaccines or one dose 
of the Johnson & Johnson 
vaccine by Jan. 4 or be 
tested weekly. Employees 
who test positive must be 
removed from the work- 
place. 

Companies won't be re- 
quired to provide or pay 
for tests for unvaccinated 
workers, but they must give 
paid time off for employees 
to get the shots and sick 
leave to recover from side 
effects that prevent them 
from working. The require- 
ments for masks and paid 
time off for shots take ef- 


NAAT molecular (PCR): 
Result in 30 minutes! 
Antigen Test: $50 


_PCR Test also available | 
) — F info@medcare.aw / www.medcare.aw 


4a 


we 





fect Dec. 5. 

Employers covered by the 
requirements must verify 
their workers’ vaccination 
status by checking docu- 
ments such as CDC vac- 
cination cards or records 
from doctors or pharma- 
cies. 

The Centers for Medicare 
& Medicaid Services issued 
Qa separate rule requiring 
vaccination for workers 
in 76,000 health facilities 
and home health care 
providers that get fund- 
ing from the government 
health programs. A senior 
administration official said 
that several large private 
health care organizations 
imposed their own man- 
dates and achieved high 
vaccination rates — 96% 
or higher — without wide- 
spread resignations. 

A previously announced re- 
quirement for federal con- 
tractors fo make sure work- 
ers are vaccinated was 
scheduled to take effect 
Dec. 8, but on Thursday 
the administration delayed 
that measure until Jan. 4 to 
match the requirements on 
other large employers and 
health care providers. Al- 
ready more than a dozen 
states have sued to block 
the mandate on contrac- 
Tors. 

For weeks, Biden has en- 
couraged businesses not 
to wait for OSHA fo act. 
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He has touted businesses 
that announced their own 
vaccine requirements and 
urged other companies to 
follow their lead. 
Administration officials say 
those efforts are paying off, 
with about 70% of the na- 
tion's adults now fully vac- 
cinated. 

Walmart, the nation's larg- 
est private employer, said 
in late July it was requiring 
all workers at its headquar- 
ters in Bentonville, Arkansas, 
and managers who travel 
within the United States to 
be vaccinated by Oct. 4. 
The retailer stopped short 
of requiring shots for front- 
line workers, however. 
United Aijrlines required 
67,000 U.S. employees fo 
get vaccinated or face 
termination. Only a couple 
hundred refused to do so, 
although about 2,000 are 
seeking exemptions. 

In August, Tyson Foods told 
its 120,000 U.S. workers that 
they must be vaccinated 
by Nov. 1. On Thursday, 
the company said more 
than 96% of its workforce 
was vaccinated, includ- 
ing 60,500 people who got 
their shots after the August 
announcement. 

However, some companies 
have expressed fea r that 
some vaccine-hesitant 
workers might quit, leaving 
their workforces even thin- 
ner in an already-tight la- 
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bor market. 
Several corporate groups, 
including the — Business 


Roundtable, endorsed the 
mandate. However, retail 
groups worried the require- 
ment could disrupt their op- 
erations during the critical 
Christmas shopping period. 
Retailers and others also 
said it could worsen supply 
chain disruptions. 

The National Retail Fed- 
eration suggested the new 
rules are not needed be- 
cause the rolling average 
number of new daily cas- 
es in the U.S. has fallen by 
more than half since Sep- 
tember. 

"Nevertheless, the Biden 
administration has chosen 
to declare an ‘emergency’ 
and impose burdensome 
new requirements on re- 
tailers during the = crucial 
holiday shopping season," 
said David French, a se- 
nior vice president for the 
trade group. The number 
of new infections in the U.S. 
is still falling from a summer 
surge caused by the highly 
contagious delta variant, 
but the rate of decline has 
slowed in recent weeks. 
The 7-day moving average 
is down 6% from two weeks 
ago, at more than 76,000 
new cases and 1,200 
deaths per day. 

The earlier mandate on 
federal contractors led to 
demonstrations by oppo- 
nents, including workers at 
a NASA rocket engine test 
site in Mississiopi. Some said 
they are immune because 
they contracted COVID-19. 
Others said vaccines vio- 
lated their religious beliefs 
and constitutional rights. 
"No one should be forced 
to take a medical treat- 
ment just to keep their job," 
said Nyla Trumbach, an en- 
gineer at the site. "There's 
years and years of experi- 
ence and skill out here, and 
| just want anyone who's 
watching to see what we 
stand to lose here if these 
people dont keep their 
jobs.".) 
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Spending $153, Edward Durr ousts NJ Senate leader Sweeney 


By MIKE CATALINI 
fined 

TRENTON, N.J. (AP) — New 
Jersey's longtime state Sen- 
ate president, Democrat 
Steve Sweeney, lost reelec- 
tion, falling to a Republican 
newcomer who spent less 
than $200 on the race and 
leaving his party reeling. 
Edward Durr, a_ furniture 
company truck driver and 
political newcomer, de- 
feated Sweeney in New 
Jersey's 3rd Legislative Dis- 
trict, according to results 
tallied Thursday. 

Sweeney's defeat was un- 
expected and threw his 
party's legislative leader- 
shio contest into limbo 
on Wednesday, when he 
postponed a meeting set 
for Thursday. Sweeney had 
been expected fo return as 
Senate president, but who'll 
take over and what margin 
Democrats will have in the 
state Legislature is unclear. 
"It is stunning and shocking 
and | cannot figure it ouf," 
said Senate Majority Lead- 
er Loretta Weinberg said in 
an interview. 

Sweeney has served as 
Senate president since 
2010 and was responsible 
for shepherding Democrat- 


unde- 


ic Gov. Phil Murphy's pro- 
gressive agenda through 
the Legislature, including a 
ohased-in $15 an hour mini- 
mum wage, paid sick leave 
and recreational marijua- 
na legalization. 

He is also known for his 
high-profile reversal On op- 
position to gay marriage. 
Sweeney said in 2011 that 
he made the "biggest 
mistake of my legislative 
career’ when he voted 
against marriage equality. 
Though Sweeney was da fel- 
low Democrat, he fought 
Murphy at the start of his 
administration over rais- 
Ing income taxes on the 
wealthy and worked close- 
ly with Republican Chris 
Christie during his eight- 
year term in office ending 
in 2018. 

For instance, Sweeney 
worked ouf a deal with 
Christie to overhaul the 
public worker pension in 
which workers gave up 
cost of living increases in 
exchange for regular state 
payments fo the retirement 
fund. 

The compact with Christie 
out Sweeney at odds with 
public sector unions, who 
would go on to become 





key supporters of Murphy. 
Sweeney's loss was cheered 
by progressive Democrats 
from southern New Jersey, 
who saw him as a product 
of transactional, machine 
politics. "Today is glorious," 
said Sue Altman, director of 
New Jersey Working Fami- 
lies, in a tweet. Altman is 
a longtime critic of Swee- 
ney's control over the party 
and saw him as focused on 
trying to maintain that con- 
trol, particularly in southern 
New Jersey. 


His allies say he was open- 
minded and who eventu- 
ally delivered for the left. 

‘| think he was a remark- 
able senator and Senate 
oresident, and as | have of- 
ten reminded my progres- 
sive friends that we never 
could have gotten all those 
bills on Gov. Murphy's desk 
for him to sign without the 
cooperation of the Senate 
president," Weinberg said. 
Among the hundreds of 
bills Sweeney shepherded 
through: recreational mari- 


juana legalization, paid sick 
leave and a hike in the min- 
imum wage — twice, once 
through a_ constitutional 
amendment under Chris 
Christie and again through 
Q bill Under Murphy. 
Sweeney had faced elec- 
toral opposition before. 
In 2017, his feud with the 
state's biggest teacher's 
Union over retirement ben- 
efits among other issues 
led to a battle in which the 
New Jersey Education As- 
sociation spent millions to 
try to defeat Sweeney. The 
Union's effort failed. 

But this year, Durr defeated 
him, soending $153.31, ac- 
cording to Election Law 
Enforcement Commission 
documents. 

Messages seeking com- 
ment have been left with 
Durr and Sweeney. 

Durr describes himself as a 
2nd Amendment rights ad- 
vocate and fiscally conser- 
vative, who wants to lower 
taxes. In an interview with 
NJ.com, he described how 
unlikely he viewed his victo- 
ry to be. He has previously 
run unsuccessfully for state 
Assembly in 2017 and 2019, 
but this is his first elected 
position.) 





Appeals court agrees city cant ban Catholic group 's rally 


By MICHAEL KUNZELMAN 
Associated Press 

A federal appeals court has 
Upheld a judge's ruling that 
Baltimore city officials can- 
not ban a conservative Ro- 
man Catholic media outlet 
from holding a rally at a 
city-owned pavilion during 
a U.S. bishops' meeting. 

St. Michael's Media Inc. 
signed a contract with a 
city vendor Thursday for 
its Nov. 16 prayer rally only 
hours after a three-judge 
panel from the 4th U.S. Cir- 
cuit Court of Appeals ruled 
in the group's favor late 
Wednesday, according to 
the Michigan-based media 
outlet's attorney, Marc Ran- 
dazza. 

“Baltimore hopefully 
learned a lesson in First 
Amendment law that. its 
taxpayers now have To pay 
for,” Randazza told The As- 
sociated Press. 

Cal Harris, a sookesperson 
for Baltimore Mayor Bran- 


don Scott, said city officials 
are disappointed by the 
Ath Circuit's decision "and 
remain concerned about 
the potential public safety 
threat to Baltimore City 
oroperty posed by the ral- 
ly. 

"Protecting Baltimore resi- 
dents and their property is 
our top priority, however, 
we will abide by the direc- 
tion of the courts," Harris 
said in a statement. 

St. Michael's has said _ its 
rally will include soeeches 
by former President Donald 
Trump chief strategist Steve 
Bannon and far-right agita- 
tor Milo Yiannopoulos. 

The city argued that the 
gathering poses a threat 
to public safety. City at- 
torneys noted that Yian- 
nopoulos' speaking en- 
gagements have attracted 
counterprotesters and led 
to violence and property 
damage, while Bannon 
“regularly calls for violence 


against government offi- 
cials." 

The 4th Circuit panel didn't 
explain its decision to up- 
hold U.S. District Judge El- 
len Hollander Oct. 12 rul- 
ing that St. Michael's, also 
known as Church Militant, 
is likely to succeed on its 
claims that the city discrimi- 
nated against it on the ba- 
sis of its political views and 
violated its First Amend- 
ment free soeech rights. 
Hollander said city officials 
could not prohibit the pa- 
vilion's Manager from con- 
tracting with St. Michael's, 
but she refused to set any 
court-ordered contractual 
terms. 

The waterfront pavilion is 
across from a hotel where 
the U.S. Conference of 
Catholic Bishops is sched- 
uled to hold its national 
meeting from Nov. 15 to 
Nov. 18. St. Michael's said 
it deliberately picked the 
date and location for its ral- 





ly to coincide with the bish- 
ops’ meeting. The group 
also said it held a peaceful, 
city-permitted rally at the 
same site during the bish- 
ops national meeting in 
2018. In 2017, a confidant 
of Pope Francis specifically 
mentioned ChurchMilitant. 
cominan article condemn- 
ing the way some Ameri- 


FILE - St. Michael's Media founder and CEO Michael Voris, left, 


and Milo Yiannopoulos talk with a court officer before entering 
the federal courthouse, Sept. 30, 2021 in Baltimore. 


can evangelicals and Ro- 
man Catholics mix religion 
and politics. The Rev. An- 
tonio Spadaro's article in a 
Vatican-approved maga- 
zine said the media outlet 
framed the 2016 presiden- 
tial election as a "spiritual 
war and Trump's ascent to 
the presidency as "a divine 
election.'L] 
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Moderna lowers forecast for 2021 COVID-19 vaccine deliveries 


By TOM MURPHY AP Health 
Writer 

Moderna Is scaling back ex- 
pectations for the number 
of COVID-19 vaccine deliv- 
eries it expects to make this 
year and the revenue if will 
record from them. 

Issues including longer de- 
livery lead times for exports 
and a temporary impact 
from expanding the com- 
pany's capacity to fill vials 
with vaccine and package 
them for shipping, which 
may shift some deliveries to 
early 2022, the drugmaker 
said Thursday. The compa- 
ny now expects full-year, 
2021 product sales of be- 
tween $15 billion and $18 
billion. 

That's down from a predic- 
tion for $20 billion in sales 
that it made in August. 
CEO Stephane Bancel told 
analysts on Thursday that his 
company's issues stemmed 
from scaling up production 
so quickly. He also said the 
oroblems are short-term 
and can be fixed. 

“Our supply chain became 
more complex with — in- 
creased deliveries to Coun- 
tries around the world," 
Bancel said. 

Moderna's work On ex- 
panding its capacity is 
complete and It should see 


Qa "positive impact" from 
that soon, Bancel said. 

The company now expects 
to deliver between 700 mil- 
lion to 800 million doses this 
year, down from a previous 
forecast for 800 million to 1 
billion. 

Moderna'ss COVID-19 vac- 
cine Is the drugmaker's only 
oroduct on the market. It's 
also developing and ftest- 
ing several other vaccines 
including a combination 





that protects against both 
COVID-19 and the flu. 

The COVID-19 vaccine 
brought in $4.81 billion in 
sales during Moderna's 
third quarter, which fell well 
short of analyst expecta- 
tions overall. 

The Cambridge, Massa- 
chusetts, company earned 
$3.3 billion on about $5 bil- 
lion in total revenue, which 
includes some grants and 
collaboration revenue. 


Earnings per share totaled 
$7.70. 

Analysts expected $9.09 
per share on $6.2 billion 
In revenue, according to 
FactSet. 

Company shares tumbled 
19% to $280.14 Thursday 
afternoon, still two and a 
half times higher than the 
stock's price at the start of 
the year. 

Moderna Inc. makes one of 
three COVID-19 vaccines 
currently being used in the 
United States to fight the 
pandemic. 

The others are made by 
Pfizer Inc. and Johnson & 
Johnson. 

Next year, Moderna ex- 
pects to pick Up production 
and will be able to make 3 
billion doses of its vaccine if 
needed, Bancel said. 

The company expect 2022 
revenue to range between 
$17 billion and $22 billion, 
with the market for CO- 
VID-19 booster shots in the 
U.S. next fall totaling up to 
$2 billion. 

Analysts expect, on aver- 
age, about $21.38 billion 
In revenue, according to 
FactSet. 

Moderna has an emergen- 
cy use authorization for the 
vaccine in adults but is still 
waiting for U.S. regulators 


to grant a similar authoriza- 
tion for 12- to 17-year olds. 
Regulators are studying the 
rare risk of a heart inflam- 
mation that has shown up 
in some people who have 
received the shots. 

The company said recently 
that review could last until 
January. 

An analyst asked Moderna 
executives on Thursday why 
regulators seem more con- 
cerned about this risk from 
their vaccine in younger 
age groups than from Pfiz- 
er's shot, which is already 
authorized for adolescents. 
Moderna President Dr. 
Stephen Hoge said it was 
mostly a matter of timing. 
Hoge noted that Pfizer's 
vaccine was authorized 
before there was any "sub- 
stantial discussion" of the 
condition as a risk. He add- 
ed that Moderna's shots 
have already been ap- 
oroved for that age group 
in several countries, and 
their global database of 
1.5 million people below 
age 18 who have received 
their vaccination does not 
show an increased risk of 
the issue. 

"We think over time the sub- 
stantial benefits of our vac- 
cine will ultimately win out," 
Hoge said.L] 


Stocks rise on Wall Street, continuing gains for US indexes 





By DAMIAN J. TROISE and 
ALEX VEIGA AP _ Business 
Writers 

Stocks edged higher in af- 
ternoon trading on Wall 


Street Thursday, placing 
the market within. striking 
distance of more record 
highs. 

The S&P 500 rose 0.3% as 
of 2:25 p.m. Eastern. The 
benchmark index is com- 
ing off of five straight gains 


and a succession of record 
closes. The Dow Jones In- 
dustrial Average fell 133 
points, or 0.4%, to 36,017 
and the Nasdaq rose 0.9%. 
Investors continued to fo- 
cus on the latest round of 
corporate earnings. More 
stocks within the S&P 500 
were falling than rising, 
but big gains from outsized 
technology stocks offset 
losses elsewhere in the 


broader market. 
Chiomaker Qualcomm 
jumped 12.9% after it gave 
investors an encouraging 
profit forecast and report- 
ed strong quarterly results. 
Other chiomakers also 
gained ground. Nvidia rose 
15.3% and Advanced Mi- 
cro Devices rose 5.2. 

A mix of companies that 
rely on direct consumer 
spending for goods and 
services also made solid 
gains. Booking Holdings 
rose 1.2% after it beat Wall 
Street's third-quarter profit 
and revenue forecasts. 
Bond yields fell. The yield 
on the 10-year Treasury 
fell to 1.52% from 1.58% 
late Wednesday. The low- 
er yields weighed down 
banks, which rely on higher 
yields to charge more lu- 
crative interest on loans. 
Bank of America fell 2.9%. 
Solid earnings and finan- 


cial forecasts heloed video 
game maker Electronic Arts 
gain 2.1% and Take-Two In- 
teractive rise 3.2%. 
Moderna sank 19% after 
cutting its forecast for how 
many vaccine deliveries it 
expects to make this year. 
Merck rose 1.6% after British 
authorities approved its an- 
tiviral pill. 

A key concern for investors 
amid the latest round of 
earings has been the im- 
pact of supply chain prob- 
lems on corporate profits 
and operations. Roku is the 
latest company to. suffer 
because of those disrup- 
tions and higher costs. The 
video streaming Company 
fell 8.4% after giving inves- 
tors a weak sales forecast 
and warning that supply 
chain problems will likely 
continue into 2022. 

Inflation concerns will likely 
focus more investor atten- 


tlon toward how compa- 
nies maintain their profit 
margins through the rest of 
the year, rather than mea- 
suring profit growth, said Liz 
Ann Sonders, chief invest- 
ment strategist at Charles 
Schwab. 

"The market is realizing that 
the tailwind of perpetually 
improving earnings Is dissi- 
pating," she said. 

Investors received an en- 
couraging update on the 
employment market's re- 
covery. The Labor Depart- 
ment reported on Thursday 
that the number of Ameri- 
cans applying for unem- 
ployment benefits fell fo 
another pandemic low 
last week, another sign the 
job market is healing after 
last year's Coronavirus re- 
cession. The agency will 
release its more detailed 
jobs report for October on 
Friday.) 
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By FRANK JORDANS and 
SETH BORENSTEIN Associ- 
ated Press 

GLASGOW, Scotland (AP) 
— In the fight to curb cli- 
mate change, several ma- 
jor coal-using nations an- 
nounced steps Thursday 
to wean themselves — at 
times slowly — off of the 
heavily polluting fossil fuel. 
The pledges to phase out 
coal come on top of other 
promises made at the U.N. 
climate summit in Glasgow, 
Scotland, that the head 
of an international energy 
organization said trimmed 
several tenths of a degree 
from projections of future 
warming. But outside ex- 
perts called that "“optimis- 
tic." 

Optimism also abounded in 
relation to the promises on 
coal, which has the dirtiest 
carbon footprint of the ma- 
jor fuels and is a significant 
source of planet-warming 
emissions. 

"Today, | think we can say 
that the end of coal is in 
sight," said Alok Sharma, 
who is chairing the confer- 
ence of nearly 200 nations, 
known as COP26. 





Critics say that vision Is still 
obscured by a lot of smoke 
because several major 
economies still have yet to 
set a date for ending their 
dependence on the fuel, 
including the United States, 
China, India and Japan 
— which was targeted 
outside the summit venue 
Thursday by protesters clad 
as animated characters. 

What nations have prom- 
ised varies. Some have 
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Countries pledge to cut heavily polluting coal, with caveats 


pledged to quit coal com- 
pletely at a future date, 
while others say they'll stop 
building new plants, and 
even more, including Chi- 
na, are talking about just 
stopping the financing of 
new coal plants abroad. 

The British government said 
pledges of new or ear- 
lier deadlines for ending 
coal use came from more 
than 20 countries including 
Ukraine, Vietnam, South Ko- 


rea, Indonesia and Chile. 
Some came with notable 
caveats, such as Indone- 
sia's request for additional 
aid before committing to 
bring its deadline forward 
to the 2040s. 

Meanwhile, Poland, the 
second-biggest user of 
coal in Europe after Ger- 
many, appeared to back- 
track on any ambitious new 
commitments within hours 
of the announcement. 


"Energy security and the as- 
surances of jobs is a priority 
for us," Anna Moskwa, Po- 
land's minister for climate 
and environment, said in 
a tweet, citing the govern- 
ment's existing plan which 
“orovides for a departure 
from hard coal by 2049." 
Earlier in the day, it had 
seemed that Poland might 
bring that deadline forward 
by at least a decade. 
Campaigners reacted an- 
grily fo the apparent U-turn. 
“"Moskwa has underscored 
that her government can- 
not be trusted to sign a 
oostcard, let alone a re- 
sponsible climate pledge,’ 
said Kathrin Gutmann, 
campaign director of the 
group Europe Beyond Coal. 
Separately, more than two 
dozen countries, cities and 
companies joined the Pow- 
ering Past Coal Alliance, 
whose members commit to 
ending coal use by 2030, 
for developed countries, 
and no later than 2050 for 
developing ones. Banks 
that are members pledge 
not to provide loans for the 
worst types of coal-fired 
power plants.LJ 





WHO: Europe is the epicenter of pandemic despite vaccines 


GENEVA (AP) — Top of- 
ficials at the World Health 
Organization said Thurs- 
day that Europe has seen 
a more than 50% jump in 
coronavirus cases in the 
last month, making it the 
epicenter of the pandemic 
despite an ample supply of 
VACCINES. 

"There may be plenty of 
vaccine available, but up- 
take of vaccine has not 
been equal, WHO emer- 
gencies chief Dr. Michael 
Ryan said during a press 
briefing on Thursday. 

He called for European au- 
thorities to "close the gap" 
in vaccinations. However, 


WHO Director-General 
Tedros Adhanom  Ghe- 
breyesus said countries 


that have immunized more 
than 40% of their popula- 
tions should stop and in- 
stead donate their doses to 
developing countries that 
have yet to offer their citi- 
zens a first dose. 

"No more boosters should 
be administered except 


to immuno-compromised 
people," Tedros said. 

More than 60 countries 
have started giving booster 
doses to combat waning 
immunity before winter, 
when another COVID-19 
wave is expected. In the 
United States, children 
ages 5 to 11 started getting 
COVID-19 shots this week 
after authorities decided 
the benefits outweighed 
the risks. 

Earlier on Thursday, the di- 
rector of WHO's 53-coun- 
try Europe region, Dr. Hans 
Kluge, said the rising CO- 
VID-19 case counts are of 
"grave concern." 

“Europe is back at the epi- 
center of the pandem- 
ic, where we were one 
year ago,’ Kluge said. He 
wamed that coronavirus 
hospitalization rates more 
than doubled in the last 
week and predicted that 
on that trajectory, the re- 
gion could see another 
500,000 pandemic deaths 
by February, he said. 


WHO Europe says the re- 
gion, which stretches as far 
east as the former Soviet re- 
publics in Central Asia, tal- 
lied nearly 1.8 million new 
weekly cases, an increase 
of about 6% from the previ- 
ous week, and 24,000 CO- 
VID-19 weekly deaths — a 
12% gain. 

Kluge said the countries in 
the region were at "varying 
stages of vaccination roll- 
out" and that regionwide 
an average of 47% of peo- 
ple were fully vaccinated. 
Only eight countries had 
70% of their populations 
fully vaccinated. 

The increase in Europe's 
COVID-19 marks the fifth 
consecutive week cases 
have risen across the con- 
tinent, making it the only 
world region where CO- 
VID-19 Is still increasing. The 
infection rate was by far the 
highest in Europe, which re- 
ported some 192 new cas- 
es per 100,000 people. 
Sweden's chief epidemi- 
ologist, Anders Tegnell, 


said Thursday that "we are 
clearly in another wave," 
and added that "the in- 
creased spread is entirely 
concentrated in Europe.’ 

Several countries in Central 
and Eastern Europe have 
seen daily case numbers 
shoot up in recent weeks. 

At an online briefing Thurs- 
day by the Amsterdam- 
based European Medicines 
Agency, experts urged 
people to get vaccinated. 
"The epidemiological situa- 
tion in Europe is very con- 





cerning now as we head 
into the winter with increas- 
es in infection rates, hospi- 
talization and we can also 
see the increase in fatalli- 
ties," said Fergus Sweeney, 
the EMA's head of clinical 
studies and manufacturing 
task force. 

He stressed that ‘it's very 
important that everybody 
gets vaccinated or com- 
pletes their dose of vac- 
cination if they've already 
had a first dose but not a 
second dose. |} 
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Nicaragua's al he seeks 4th straight term with foes in jail 


Lt 


MANAGUA, Nicaragua (AP) 
— Back in May, the chanc- 
es of Nicaragua President 
Daniel Ortega's reelection 
to a fourth consecutive 
term on Sunday were look- 
iINg good. His party was ar- 
ranging the electoral cal- 
endar in his favor and the 
opposition was divided. 
Thena CID-Gallup poll gave 
him a scare: It showed five 
potential opposition candi- 
dates with higher favorabil- 
ity ratings than Ortega. 

In the weeks that followed, 
all five were arrested, as 
were two other possible 
contenders. 

“Faced with that fear, Orte- 
ga decided to suppress 
any possibility of losing," 
said Oscar Reneé Vargas, 
Qa political analyst. "And 
that meant arresting every- 
body." 

Fast forward to this Sunday. 
The potential opposition 
candidates are still jailed 
or under house arrest, their 
parties banned, as Ortega 
faces off against a handful 
of little-known candidates 
from small parties friendly 
to his own Sandinista Front 
— factions known locally as 
"ZANCUCOS' Or MOSQUITOS. 
The vote has been con- 
demned as farcical by the 
United States, European 
Union and Organization of 
American States, as well as 
human rights and pro-de- 
mocracy organizations. 
"There is no choice. So the 
use of the word election is 
even in question because 
the broad opposition has 
been jailed or, in the case 
of Cristiana Chamorro, is 


in house arrest since June 
2," said Jennie Lincoln, se- 
nior advisor to The Carter 
Center, an institution that 
heloed validate the fair- 
ness of Ortega's election in 
2006 but found "significant 
deficiencies" when he won 
reelection five years later. 
Lincoln, who has worked 
as an election observer 
throughout the region, said 
with the lack of real oppo- 
sition and calls for voters 
to stay home on election 
day, "that is nothing that 
approaches _ international 
standards of an election, 
period." 

In Nicaragua, scenes of 
boisterous Campaigns are 
absent. The government 
has banned massive cam- 
paign rallies under pan- 
demic restrictions. There 
are no political ads on tele- 
vision. Even in the streets, 


evidence of the upcoming 


elections is limited to some 
small banners over streets 


and _ letter-size candidate 
posters pasted to _ light 
poles. 


Ortega, who turns 76 on 
Nov. 11, and first lady and 
Vice President Rosario Mu- 
rillo hardly appeared dur- 
ing the campaign. 

In addition to the presiden- 
tial contest, the country Is 
electing a new congress 
and representatives to the 
Central American Parlia- 
ment. 

On Wednesday, Michael 
Campbell, a Nicaraguan 
official, made a full-throat- 
ed defense of the elections 
in an online meeting of the 
Organization of American 
States. He accused those 
criticizing Nicaragua's elec- 
toral process of seeking to 
overthrow the government 





“and feeding terrorism as a 
formula to destabilize na- 
tional sovereignty." 

The countrys economy 
continues to struggle and 
Nicaragua was one of the 
last in the region to receive 
COVID-19 vaccines. For 
much of the pandemic, 
the government minimized 
the threat and continued 
to hold mass gatherings. 
There were clashes in hospi- 
tals over the need to wear 
masks. Residents witnessed 
“exoress burials" of COV- 
ID-19 victims as the govern- 
ment tried to avoid panic. 
Many Nicaraguans see little 
point in going to the polls 
but express fear of reper- 
cussions if they don't vote. 
Ana Castillo, a former pub- 
lic official who now owns a 
small coffee farm south of 
Managua, said she didn't 
want to vote, but members 


of the local Sandinista Front 
council have been going 
door-to-door felling peo- 
ple they will be waiting for 
them at the polling place. 
‘They say they'll take repri- 
sals on Monday against 
those who dont have 
stained fingers," she said, 
referring to the indelible ink 
used to mark hands to pre- 
vent double voting. 

Maria Moreno, a psycholo- 
gist in Santa Teresa a town 
south of the capital, said 
she won't go near the local 
voting location. "There's no 
one to vote for," she said. 
It's obvious that Ortega 
already stole the election. 
The result is ready, they're 
just waiting for the date to 
publish if." 

Despite the crackdown, 
Ortega maintains a hard 
core of support. There are 
still those who see benefits 
from the government and 
remember its roots in the 
revolution that toppled dic- 
tator Anastasio Somoza in 
1979. That is who Ortega 
soeaks to when he alleges 
that the massive public pro- 
tests in April 2018 were part 
of a coup attempt with for- 
eign backing. At least 328 
people were killed when 
the protests were violently 
put down. One of those 
backers is Rafael Espinoza, 
a 60-year-old mechanic 
in Managua's San Judas 
neighborhood. "I'm going 
to vote because the San- 
dinista Front is the party of 
the poor,’ he said. "Now we 
the poor have health, edu- 
cation and parks. Before, 
we didn't have that."L] 





Britain, France agree to more talks to untangle fish battle 





PARIS (AP) — British and 
French negotiators looking 





to untangle a post-Brexit 
soat over fishing licenses 


expect to continue talking 
into next week after resum- 
ing discussions Thursday in 
Paris. 

Although fishing is a tiny 
industry economically for 
both Britain and France, 
the issue of boats’ access 
to waters that divide the 
two maritine powers has 
flared into a major irritant. 
French President Emmanvu- 
el Macron faces reelection 
in 2022, and British Prime 
Minister Boris Johnson, a 
backer of Brexit, has cham- 
pioned British indepen- 


dence from the European 
Union, so neither wants to 
look soft by giving in. 

Britain and its former EU 
partners are also still figur- 
ing out how to work to- 
gether in the wake of their 
divorce, which Is also why 
fishing has mushroomed 
into an early test of their 
new relationship. 

The talks Thursday were 
closed door and low key, 
possibly signaling a desire 
on both sides to dial back 
the tensions that flared in 
recent weeks over access 


to English Channel waters. 

The French negotiator, 
Clement Beaune, posted 
a photo on Twitter of him 
and British +==Counterpart 
David Frost smiling as they 
shook hands. Beaune's 
ministry had no immediate 
comment after the talks. 
A short British government 
statement said "both sides 
set out their positions and 
concerns. If added that 
Beaune and Frost expect to 
talk again early next week, 
after Frost meets Friday with 
EU officials in Brussels.) 
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NEW DELHI (AP) — Millions 
of people across Asia are 
celebrating the Hindu festi- 
val of Diwali, which symbol- 
izes new beginnings and 
the triumph of good over 
evil and light over darkness. 
The festival is celebrated 
mainly in India, but Hin- 
dus across the world, par- 
ticularly in other parts of 
Asia, also gather with fam- 
ily members and friends to 
socialize, visit temples and 
decorate houses with small 
oil lamps made from clay. 
The festival is also marked 
by raucous parties and 
fireworks displays, often 
throughout the night. 

Like every year, India has 
been lit up in a dazzling 
display of lights and colors. 
Brightly colored rangoli de- 
signs are drawn at the en- 
trances of homes and of- 
fices, which are decked in 
fairy lights. 

The celebrations were es- 


pecially spectacular in 
Ayodhya city in northern 
Uttar Pradesh state, where 
over 900,000 earthen lamps 
were lif on the banks of 
the Saryu River as desk fell 
Wednesday. 

Hindus believe the city Is 
the birthplace of the god 
Ram. 
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Diwali marked in Asia with celebrations, prayers 


In eastern Anmedabad city 
in Gujarat state, devotees 
worshipped their account 
books as the festival also 
marks the start of the new 
Hindu financial year. 

The day was marked as Ti- 
har, also known as Deep- 
awali, in neighboring Ne- 
pal. There, the five-day 





celebrations began Tues- 
day and people thronged 
markets and shopped for 
marigold flowers, which 
hold huge cultural. signifi- 
cance during the festival. 
On Wednesday, devotees 
celebrated dogs that are 
regarded as the guardian 
of the Hindu death god 


Yama. 

In Malaysia, Hindu devo- 
tees prayed at temples 
and lit clay oil lamps. Some 
climbed the colored stairs 
to pray at the Batu Caves 
temple just north of Kuala 
Lumpur to pay homage to 
their deity, Lord Muruga. 
People also celebrated 
with friends and families in 
Indonesia, Japan and Tai- 
wan. 

Diwali marks Hindu god 
Ram's return to his king- 
dom after 14 years in exile. 
Hindus believe that dur- 
ing Diwali the goddess of 
wealth, Lakshmi, will visit 
their homes if they are illu- 
minated and decorated. 
The Diwali festival is also 
observed among — Jains, 
Sikhs and Buddhists. While 
each religion marks the fes- 
tival with different historical 
events and legends, they 
all represent the victory of 
good over evil.L] 





German NGO rescues 800 in six operations, heading fo Italy 


By COLLEEN BARRY Associ- 
ated Press 

MILAN (AP) — A rescue 
ship carrying nearly 400 mi- 
grants picked up another 
400 people from a two-tier 
wooden boat that had 
started to sink overnight in 
the central Mediterranean 
sea, a German charity 
that operates the ship said 
Thursday. 

The nongovernmental or- 
ganization Sea-Eye said a 
distress call from the crowd- 
ed boat originated in Mal- 
ta's search and rescue 
area, and that Maltese au- 
thorities failed to respond. 
The island nation's search 
and rescue area covers a 
broad swath of the cen- 
tral Mediterranean, includ- 
ing the waters surrounding 
Italy's southernmost island 
of Lampedusa and part of 
the corridor between Libya 
and Sicily. 

Seeing that "no other help 
was available to people in 
acute danger,” the rescue 
shio Sea-Eye 4 traveled for 
about six hours to reach the 
rickety boat, which had a 
leak and was taking on wa- 
ter, the Germany charity 
sald. 

Another ship, Rise Up, also 
resoonded but did not take 


on any migrants. 

Several people were in 
the water without life jack- 
ets and had to be rescued 
directly from the sea," said 
Sea-Eye, which operates 
the rescue ship along with 
the NGO German Doctors. 
It sald One person had to 
be resuscitated while a life- 
boat. 

Ssea-Eye 4 was en route 
Thursday to Lampedusa, 
the closest safe port, al- 
though the charity said it 
still had not received con- 
firmation from. Italy's res- 
Cue coordination center in 
Rome that the vessel would 
be permitted to dock 

"A state of emergency is 
now in effect on the Sea- 
Eye 4," Sea-Eye Chairman 
Gorden Isler said. "Any de- 
lay by the authorities en- 
dangers the health and 
lives of the rescued people 
and our crew.” 

He accused Malta of shirk- 
ing its duty and ignoring dis- 
tress calls. 

Separately, the _ Italian 
coast guard said it res- 
cued nearly 200 migrants 
in two separate operations 
off Calabria, the southern 
toe" of Italy's mainland, on 
Wednesday night. 

The coast guard said a 


sailboat with about 74 mi- 
grants, including 15. chil- 
dren, on board ran into 
difficulty in shallow water. 
Elsewhere, coast guard 
oersonnel rescued about 
120 passengers from a fish- 
ing boat that was in distress 
at sea in bad conditions. 
Dr. Christine Winkelmann, 
a German Doctors board 
member, said rescue crews 
operating in the dangerous 
central Mediterranean Sea 
migration route between 
North Africa and Southern 
Europe "are reaching the 
edge of their capacities." 
Migrant arrivals in Italy are 
UO dramatically in 2021 
compared to the previous 
two years but still far below 
the highs of 120,000-180,000 
recorded during 2014-2017. 
So far this year, nearly 
54,000 migrants have ar- 
rived in Italy, up from more 
than 29,000 last year and 
under 10,000 in 2019, ac- 
cording to Interior Ministry 
officials. More than a quar- 
ter are from Tunisia, which 
has a pact to accept those 
sent back from Italy, while 
many more arrive from Lib- 
ya. 

While most migrants 
brought to Sicily or its 
tiny islands after rescue 


in the central Mediterra- 
nean started out on boats 
launched from northern 
Africa, sailboats and other 
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vessels carrying migrants 
have made it to offshore 
the Italian mainiand after 
sailing from Turkey.LJ 
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LOCAL 


Flora & Fauna 


SANTA CRUZ — Salinas have a crucial 
ecological function as an essential part of 
our watershed 


Aruba is one of the driest islands in the 
Caribbean but can experience extreme- 
ly heavy rainfall during the rainy season. 
Flooding is naturally prevented by an in- 
tricate system of rooi (seasonal riverbeds) 
that canalize the water run-off to lower 
laying salinas (mudflats). Although salinas 
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are offen erroneously considered worth- 
less as being ‘just a place of mud’ which Is 
sometimes flooded, they are in fact either 
tidal areas or form part of fresh or brack- 
ish water lagoons and wetland systems. 
Salinas are extremely productive areas for 
invertebrates (worms, clams, and other 
shellfish), attracting an array of wildlife, in- 
cluding (migratory) birdlife, that depend 
on this source of nutrients and refuge.L) 


Source: Aruba National Park Foundation 
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Aruba to me 


ORANJESTAD — You are back and we would like to 
portrait you! By inviting you to send us your favorite 
vacation picture while enjoying our Happy Island. 


Complete the sentence: Aruba to me Is ....... send 
your picture with that text (including your name and 
where you are from) to: news@arubatoday.com and 
we will publish your vacation memory. Isn't that a spe- 
cial way to keep your best moments alive? Please do 
note: By submitting photos, text or any other materi- 
als, you give permission to The Aruba Today Newspoa- 
per, Caribbean Speed Printers and any of its affiliated 
companies to use said materials, as well as names, 
likeness, etc. for promotional purooses without com- 
oensation. 


Last but not least: check out our website, Instagram 
and Facebook page! Thank you for supporting our 
free newspaper, we strive to make you a happy 
reader every day again. 


For today we received an amazing picture from 
Christian & Tracy Feglia. 


They wrote: 

“Aruba to us Is being the happiest while floating 
in the sea and being pampered by the beautiful 
people of this beautiful island”. 


Christian & Tracy Feglia are back on the island af- 
ter 20 years to celebrate their 20th wedding an- 
niversary! They are enjoying the island very much 
and having a blast atBucuti & Tara Brach Resort. 


Congratulations Christian & Tracy! Cheers -to 
many more years of happiness together!) 
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Ike’s Bistro unveils vegan smorgasbord 


EAGLE BEACH — lIke’s bistro 
at Manchebo Beach Resort & 
Spa surprises with an excel- 
lent, tasteful and varied vegan 
menu. Executive Chef Sandro 
Herold is obviously enthusiastic 
about the new offerings that fill 
up the place already. “People 
nowadays are a bit more con- 
scious about what they eat. This 
menu offers a wide variety with 
creative vegan food items.” We 
asked some of the guests about 
their experience: “delicious”, 
“very tasty” “great food, great 
setting”. Even teens, in general 
not too fond of health food, ap- 
plauded the offerings. “We did 
not even miss the meat”. Of 
course the restaurant also offers 
their extensive regular menu for 
the non-vegan guests contain- 
ing all you wish From the Land 
or From the Sea. 


Vegan is hot now, says the chef, 
and we had that confirmed by sev- 
eral guests. Ike’s Bistro is an open 
air restaurant, located in the Man- 
chebo Beach Resort & Spa. Under 
a huge cabana with a view to the 
romantically lit pool of the resort 
you are seated in relaxed chairs 


and served by great waiters. And 


not unimportant: Covid-19 safe. 


Your senses are tickled because of 
the purity and freshness of the food 
items. YoU may choose for the un- 
known which is a_ three-course 
vegan chef tasting menu that can 
also be combined with a wine 
pairing. Or you select your choices 
from the menu. All dishes are 100% 
Vegan and are gluten-free unless 
labeled otherwise. Start with appe- 
tizers like Vegan Fish Taco, Chick- 
oeas Tartare and Avocado, Spicy 
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Buffalo Cauliflower Wings or Vege- 


table Tempura. Tomato Basil Soup 
or Lemongrass Carrot Ginger Soup 
are simply delicious as are the Aru- 
gula Jackfruit Salad or Mesclun 
Salad. For the main course pick 
your pick: Sesame Ginger Duck 
(contains gluten), Stuffed Corn 
Chips and Avocado, Grilled Fish 
Filet and Roasted Cauliflower or 
Truffle Porcini Risotto & Grilled Tofu. 
This heavenly healthy trio reaches 
its end destination with a scrump- 
tious dessert: Caribbean Snickers, 
a must-try! All of those choices em- 


THE SHOPS 
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Offering a wide variety of Retail & Dining Outlets, 
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Dunkin Donuts | Baskin Robbins | Fusion Piano & Wine Bar 
Hungry Piranha | Twist of Flavors | Juan Valdez Café 
The Brownstone Ribs & Seafood | Subway 
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brace your inner senses with their 
freshness and clear flavors. 


Vegan might be on the menu in 
many restaurants nowadays as 
‘the other option’, but here at |ke’s 
Bistro they celebrate vegan and 
you get hooked, that is a promise. 
Passion, creativity, purity, dedica- 
tion to a concept and a beautiful 
setting take care of an enchant- 
ing experience. Vegans and non- 
vegans are welcome, Manchebo 
Beach Resort & Spa has got if all 
covered.|_) 


Manchebo Beach Resort & Spa — 
Ike’s Bistro 

J.E. Irausquin Boulevard 55 
Telephone +297 582 3444 
Ikesbistro.com 

Facebook Ike's Bistro 















Kies 


eis) ce 


MEDITERRANEAN & CARIBBEAN 


A10| LOCAL 
FRIDAY 5 NOVEMBER 2021 


New support for food aid for Aruba, Curacao and Sint Maarten 


THE HAGUE- NETHERLANDS 
— At the suggestion of State 
Secretary Knops of the Inte- 
rior and Kingdom Relations, 
the Dutch cabinet is allo- 
cating an additional 15.2 
million euros for the food 
aid program in Aruba, Cu- 
ra¢ao and Sint Maarten. 
The inhabitants of the three 
islands have faced major 
challenges since the CO- 
VID-19 pandemic and the 
consequent loss of tourism. 
The poverty problem has 
increased sharply on the 


islands. 





State Secretary Knops: “The 
cabinet has always been 


based on the principle that 
the Netherlands should not 
leave the most vulnerable 
people out in the cold. Dur- 
ing my last working visit | 
experienced how dire the 
situation is in some places 
within our Kingdom. It is very 
important that the food aid 
orogram Is continued in the 
coming period. ” 


Since May 2020, the Dutch 
cabinet has made money 
available for food aid in 
Aruba, Curacao and Sint 
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Maarten. At the moment, a 
total of about 80,000 peo- 
ple are helped with food 
aid made possible by the 
Netherlands. 

The Red Cross coordinates 
the food aid program. But 
q transition to a more struc- 
tural form of the program 
is Underway, under the 
responsibility of the three 
countries. With these funds, 
food aid is guaranteed until 
July 1, 2021.) 


Source: rijksoverheid.nl 








Aruba fo me 
ORANJESTAD — You are back 
and we would like to portrait you! 
By inviting you to send us your fa- 


vorite vacation picture while en- 
joying our Happy Island. 


Complete the sentence: Aruba 
TOL TMC AS sesese, Send your picture 
with that text (including your 
name and where you are from) 
to: news@arubatoday.com and 
we will publish your vacation 
memory. Isn't that a special way 
to keep your best moments alive? 
Please do note: By submitting 
ohotos, text or any other materi- 
als, you give permission to The 
Aruba Today Newspaper, Carib- 
bean Speed Printers and any of 
its affiliated companies to use 
said materials, as well as names, 
likeness, etc. for promotional pur- 
poses without compensation. 
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Last but not least: check out our 
website, Instagram and Face- 
book page! 


Thank you for supporting our free 
newspaper, we strive fo make you 
a happy reader every day again. 


For today we received an amaz- 
ing story from Amy (aka "Aruba 
Amy") from Minneapolis, Minne- 
sota. 


She wrote: 

“Aruba to me is .....coming "home" 
to see all of the wonderful friends 
who | have met over 25 years of 
coming to the island. Priceless 
memories and priceless friends- 
looking forward to many more! 
(Enjoyed meeting lobster friends 
in the photo at Taste My Aruba 
last week).”} 
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OPEC+ keeps cautious oil production despite Biden pressure 


By DAVID McHUGH and 
JOSH BOAK 

Associated Press 
FRANKFURT, Germany (AP) 
— OPEC and allied oll-pro- 
ducing countries rebuffed 
pressure from U.S. Presi- 
dent Joe Biden to pump 
significantly more oil and 
lower gasoline prices for 
American drivers, deciding 
Thursday to stick with their 
olan for cautious monthly 
increases even as prices 
surge and the global econ- 
omy is thirsty for fuel. 

The OPEC+ alliance, made 
Up of OPEC members led 
by Saudi Arabia and non- 
members led by Russia, 
approved an increase in 
production of 400,000 bar- 
rels per day for the month 
of December at an online 
meeting. 

That is in line with the group's 
road map to add that 
amount of oil fo the mar- 
ket every month into next 
year. The plan is to open 
the petroleum taps bit by 
bit — even as oil prices 
have surged to seven-year 
highs — until deep produc- 
tion cuts made during the 
coronavirus pandemic are 
restored. That hasn't gone 
down well with Biden, who 
has made repeated calls 
to pump more oil. The U.S. 
used the Group of 20 sum- 
mit last weekend in Rome 
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to consult with other oil- 
consuming countries on 
how to exert influence over 
the producing countries 
and what they might do 
if the Saudis and Russians 
continue to hold back. 

"Our view Is that the glob- 
al recovery should not be 
imperiled by a mismatch 
between supply and de- 
mand, a White House 
National Security Council 
statement said Thursday. 
"OPEC+ seems unwilling to 
use the capacity and pow- 
er it has now at this critical 
moment of global recovery 
for countries around the 
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world.: 

Saudi Energy Minister Prince 
Abdulaziz bin Salman said 
member countries were 
“underscoring their commit- 
ment to market stability." 
He said OPEC+ was serv- 
ing as a responsible market 
"regulator," Comparing the 
relative stability of the oll 
market to the wild swings in 
prices for natural gas, which 
have risen more than five 
times what they were at 
the start of the year amid a 
global fossil fuel crunch. 
“Markets need to be regu- 
lated, or things may go 
astray as we have been 
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seeing over the past four 
months," he said at a news 
conference. 

The caution from OPEC+ 
means higher prices world- 
wide and more revenue 
for producing countries. 
Slower increases also mean 
less risk of increasing pro- 
duction too fast and send- 
ing prices suddenly lower 
as the group braces for 
the possibility of more eco- 
nomic turbulence = from 
COVID-19 outbreaks — this 
winter or from supply chain 
backups, labor shortages 
and rising Consumer prices 
that have threatened the 


global recovery. 

Russian Deputy Prime Min- 
ister Alexander Novak said 
the alliance considered 
the pluses and minuses," 
including higher reserves 
in some countries, the sea- 
sonal drop in demand in 
winter and the impact of 
the delta variant. 

Suhail Almazrouel, energy 
minister of the United Arab 
Emirates, said oil markets 
were expected fo be in 
surplus by early next year 
and that the gradual road 
map "is taking Us smoothly 
to that position" where sup- 
ply and demand would 
"rebalance in the first and 
second quarters. - 

U.S. oil prices eased some- 
what this week after hit- 
ting their highest level since 
2014. Oil traded up 0.6%, 
at $81.39 per barrel, on the 
New York Mercantile Ex- 
change after the OPEC+ 
decision, down from its re- 
cent peak of over $85 last 
week. International bench- 
mark Brent crude traded 
at $82.74 Thursday, down 
from over $86 last week. 

Oil prices fell ahead of the 
meeting on speculation 
that the U.S., possibly in co- 
ordination with other coun- 
tries, could try to quell the 
recent price rally by releas- 
ing crude from. strategic 
reserves._} 


Nintendo's profit drops from last year's pandemic boom 


By YURI KAGEYAMA AP 
Business Writer 

TOKYO (AP) — Japanese 
video game maker Ninten- 
do's profit drooped 19% in 
the first half of its fiscal year 
from the previous year, 
when it received a big lift 
as people stuck at home by 
the coronavirus pandemic 
turned to its products. 
Kyoto-based Nintendo Co. 
reported Thursday a 171.8 
billion yen ($1.5 billion) prof- 
it for the AprilSeoptember 
period, down from 213 bil- 
lion yen in the same period 
the previous year. 

Fiscal half sales slioped 19% 
to 624 billion yen ($5.5 bil- 
lion). It did not break down 
quarterly numbers. 
Nintendo, which is behind 
the Super Mario and Poke- 
mon games, was among 
the global companies that 


received a boost from the 
pandemic by providing at- 
home entertainment. 
That's why Nintendo en- 
joyed strong sales of its 
game ‘Animal Crossing: 
New Horizons" in the April- 
September period the pre- 
vious year. That momen- 
tum was hard to maintain 
into this year, although the 
game was so popular that 
it also boosted sales of the 
Nintendo Switch machines. 
But a shortage of computer 
chips caused by the pan- 
demic is hurting production 
of those machines. Ninten- 
do lowered its forecast for 
Switch hardware sales for 
the second fiscal half by 1.5 
million units to 24 million. 
The year-end holidays are 
critical for Nintendo's sales. 
So far, Nintendo has sold 
nearly 93 milllon Switch ma- 


chines worldwide, includ- 
ing the Switch Lite version. 
Overall, sales of Nintendo's 
downloaded software 
were mixed, while its mo- 
bile sales failed to grow as 
people continued to enjoy 
older releases, Nintendo 
said. 

Some new games sold well, 
including ‘The Legend of 
Zelda: Skyward Sword HD,’ 
which sold 3.6 million units, 
as well as "New Pokémon 
Snap," which sold 2.2 mil- 
lion Units, according to Nin- 
tendo. 

Nintendo said it's banking 
on its collaboration with 
U.S. software company NI- 
antic to develop a new 
application for smart de- 
vices called "Pikmin Bloom," 
which has been gradually 
distributed since last month. 
"We will focus our efforts 
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on encouraging more 
consumers to continue to 
enjoy playing this applica- 
tion along with the others 
that we have previously re- 
leased," Nintendo said in a 
statement. 

Pikmin are tiny creatures 
featured in games created 
by Nintendo star developer 





Shigeru Miyamoto. Niantic 
is best known for develop- 
iNg augmented reality mo- 
bile games such as "Poke- 
mon Go." Nintendo expects 
a profit of 350 billion yen ($3 
billion) for the full fiscal year 
through March 2022, down 
27% from the previous fiscal 
year.) 
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THE BLIND CAN SEE. — MARK TWAIN 
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Search for life on other worlds tops 
astronomy to-do list 


CAPE CANAVERAL, | Fla. 
(AP) — A USS. survey of as- 
tronomers puts the search 
for extraterrestrial life at the 
top of their to-do list for the 
next 10 years. 

IN a report issued Thursday 
by the National Academy 
of Sciences, Engineering 
and Medicine, astrono- 
mers stressed the need to 
continue the hunt for po- 
tentially habitable planets 
circling other stars, building 
on the “extraordinary prog- 
ress’ already made. The ul- 
timate goal, they noted, Is 
to capture pictures of any 
Earth-like worlds that might 
be out there. 

Life on Earth may be the 
result of G Common pro- 
cess, or it may require such 
an unusual set of circum- 
stances that we are the 
only living beings within 
our part of the galaxy, or 
even in the universe. Either 
answer is profound," the re- 
port stated. 

"The coming decades will 
set humanity down a path 
to determine whether we 
are alone.” 

Also ranked high: exploring 
the origins and evolution of 
black holes, neutron stars, 
galaxies and the entire uni- 
verse. 

At the same time, the 614- 
page report stressed the 
need for greater diversity 
among astronomy's ranks 
— still predominantly male 
— and suggested that 
NASA consider a science 
team's diversity when dol- 


ing out money for research 
or projects. 

The survey is done every 10 
years and draws input from 
scores of mostly U.S.-based 
scientists. 

The latest report recom- 
mends that NASA create 
a new office to oversee 
space observatories and 
overlapping missions — in 
the coming decades. First 
Uo should be a telescope 
that's significantly bigger 
than the Hubble Space 
Telescope that would be 
capable of spotting plan- 
ets that are 10 billion times 
fainter than their stars, the 
report stated. Once the 
necessary technologies 
are ready, this telescope 
could be ready to launch 
in the 2040s for around $11 
billion, followed by other 
mega observatories in the 
billions of dollars. 

But the report emphasized 
the need for smaller, more 
modest missions as well. 
Launching one spacecraft 
per decade with a cost 
cap of $1.5 billion, it stat- 
ed, balances science with 
timeliness. 

The report noted the threat 
in years past of cost over- 
runs and delays in major 
projects. Due to finally blast 
off next month, the NASA- 
led James Webb Space 
Telescope — designed to 
scan the early universe and 
explore the atmospheres of 
other worlds — is a prime 
example of that. Yet its 
launch promises to be "a 


momentous occasion that 
will shape the course of as- 
tronomy and astrophysics 
in the coming decades," 
the report noted. 

The report — sponsored by 
NASA, National Science 
Foundation, Energy De- 
partment and Air Force — 
noted that the survey was 
conducted during a health 
crisis. While the pandemic 
has underscored the im- 
portance of science, "the 
ultimate economic and 
social impacts of the pan- 
demic remain unclear, 
adding to the uncertainty 
of the future landscape." 
The report urged NASA, the 
National Science Founda- 
tion and Energy Depart- 
ment to treat harassment 
and discrimination "as 
forms of scientific miscon- 
duct,’ add more diversity 
to ifs Upper levels, and con- 
sider diversity when funding 
qa project.) 
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American Girl Dolls, Risk, sand make itt to 
Toy Hall of Fame 





ROCHESTER, N.Y. (AP) — 
American Girl Dolls and the 
strategy board game Risk 
were inducted into the Na- 
tional Toy Hall of Fame on 
Thursday in recognition of 
their influence on the toy 
industry. Sand, which the 
group called perhaps the 
most universal and oldest 
toy in the world, was also 
inducted. 

All three were honored dur- 
ing a ceremony at the hall 
after winning over a panel 
of experts who voted for 
them from a group of 12 fi- 
nalists. 

Also in the running this year 
were four other competi- 
tive games: Battleship, The 
Settlers of Catan, Mahjong 
and billiards, as well as 
Cabbage Patch Kids, Mas- 
ters of the Universe, Fisher- 
Price Corn Popper, the toy 
fire engine and the pinata. 
Anyone can nominate a 
toy but to be considered, 
they must have withstood 
tests of time and memory, 
changed play or toy de- 
sign and fostered learning, 
creativity or discovery. 
American Girl Dolls, the 
1986 creation of educator 
Pleasant Rowland, were 
recognized for their ex- 
ploration of the country's 
social and cultural history. 
The 18-inch historical dolls 
and accompanying books 
each offer insights into an 
era. For example, Molly 
MclIntire is waiting for her 
father to return home from 
World War ll. 

The Truly Me contemporary 
doll line, with its diversity of 
skin tones, hair and gender, 


followed in 1995, letting 
children choose a doll that 
looks like them. 

Rowland, 80, called the 
American Girl Doll's inclu- 
sion "an incredible honor." 
"I'm so proud of the Ameri- 
can Girl family—poast and 
oresent—who have been 
faithful stewards of this 
brand for more than three 
decades, helping to cap- 
ture the hearts of an entire 
generation of girls," she said 
in an emailed statement. 
“"Rowland's formula — for 
combining doll play with 
history lessons worked, in 
her words, like ‘chocolate 
cake with vitamins,” Cura- 
tor Michelle Parnett-Dwyer 
said. ‘In an era when some 
education experts claimed 
that school curriculums 
paid little attention to his- 
tory, this toy may well have 








Downtown _ 





filled a void." 

Risk, based on the French 
game Le Conquete du 
Monde, was first Published 
in the United States in 1959 
and continues fo influence 
other board games, hall 
officials said. It challenges 
players to control armies 
and conquer the world on 
a game board that is a 
map of continents. 

"Risk became one of the 
most popular board games 
of all time, inspiring a new 
corps of passionate gam- 
ers, and influencing other 
games which began the 
wargaming hobby — and 
by extension the  Euro- 
games like The Settlers of 
Catan that many enjoy to- 
day, curator Nicolas Rick- 
etts said. 

Sand was honored for its 
“opportunities for tactical, 


ohysical, cooperative, cre- 
ative, and independent 
free play," according to 
the hall of fame, which its 
housed inside The Strong 
Museum of Play in Roches- 
ter, New York.L]} 
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FLEAMARKET #ONE 
SUNDAY 7 NOVEMBER 
Antiqueshop 9-1 pm 
LOTS OF DISCOUNTS 


Open Mon-Frid 10- 1 
Every SATURDAY 9-1. 
FERIA Garage/Charity Market 
Vegetables Fruits Fish 
Plants etc..INFO 741-5640 


HTTA 

special of the weekend 

Divi Village 

Studio week 1 room # 3101 

With 33 weeks remain on the 

contract 

Price :$5500 included closing 

cost and transfer fee first year 

usage 2022 

Call: 011-297-630-1307 

johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
214805 
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aa HEALTH 
DOCTOR ON DUTY 
Oranjestad 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
el. 527 4000 


San Nicolas 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 


Oranjestad: 

Oduber Tel. 582 1780 
San Nicolas: 

Seroe Preto Tel. 584 4833 


OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


EMERGENCY 


100 

927 3140 
927 3200 
927 2900 
584 5000 
11141 
911 

115 

982 2219 


Police Tipline 
Ambulancia 
Fire Dept. 
Red Cross 


TAXI SERVICES 
i 587 5900 
588 0035 
587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 


TRAVEL INFO 


Aruba Airport 524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 
et Blue 588 2244 
Surinam 582 7896 


AID FOUNDATIONS 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
el. 736 2952 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


Centre for Diabetes 
el. 524 8888 


Child Abuse Prevention 
el. 582 4433 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 
Phone Directory Tel. 118 





facebook.com/arubatoday/ 
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Afghan girls, faraway relatives worry over dreams disrupted 
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By MARIAM FAM and NOR- 
EEN NASIR Associated Press 
From her home in Illinois, 
Asma Yawari has built a re- 
lationshio with her younger 
cousin in Afghanistan that's 
made the geographic dis- 
tance between the two 
teenagers worlds seem, 
well, not quite so distant. 
They never met but have 
bonded over phone calls 
and messages -- swadp- 
ping family photos and lan- 
guage lessons, sharing hair 
routines and future dreams. 
But after the Taliban's return 
to power, the cousins worry 
that the soace between 
their worlds may grow in 
new ways. Already, some 
shared experiences, like 
going to school or dressing 
Up, are fading, replaced 
by the fear that the cousin, 
and others like her in Af- 
ghanistan, may be left be- 
hind. 

"We have similar goals and 
aspirations,’ the  17-year- 
old Asma says. “The only 
difference is that I'm able 
to achieve those goals and 
aspirations." 

As a wary world watches to 
see the Taliban's policies for 
women, many older girls in 
Afghanistan already face 
disrupted dreams, worried 
for their future, afraid of 
missing Out on big career 
goals as well as little free- 
doms and hobbies that 
heloed connect them to 
far-flung families. And per- 
haps none are more wor- 
ried for them than the far- 
away women who could 
have been them - the sis- 
ters, the cousins, the friends. 
The cousin, 13-year-old Ba- 
hara, tells Asma she's upset 
that boys in her age range 
have been called back to 
school, but not girls above 
the sixth grade. And even if 
she's allowed to return, she 
questions what dreams of 
hers may no longer have a 
place under the Taliban. 
Her hope of one day be- 
coming a fashion design- 
ere "I'm just going to give 
Uo on that," she says. "It's 
very sad for me." 

Asma, who has helped or- 
ganize protests in Chica- 
go in support of Afghans 
scrambling to leave the 
country after the Taliban 
takeover, worries over the 
safety of her family in Af- 


ghanistan and the future of 
her female cousins. 

"lL always think that could 
have been me,’ she says. 
The status of Afghan wom- 
en, at times used to helo 
garner support for the U.S. 
war after the 9/11 attacks, 
has once again taken cen- 
ter stage after the recent 
rise of the Taliban who face 
international pressure to 
ensure women's rights. 
During their previous rule 
between 1996 and 2001, 
the group severely restrict- 
ed women in the public 
sohere, largely confining 
them to their homes. That 
track record looms large 
even as they promise more 
rights and freedoms this 
time. 

Throughout decades, Af- 
ghanistan has been used 
as grounds for competing 
powers to play out their 
oroxy wars, and the status 
of Afghan women is of- 
ten at the heart of it, says 
Nura Sedige, lecturer at the 
Princeton School of Public 
and International Affairs at 
Princeton University. 
Changes over the last 
two decades brought op- 
portunity for the women 
in Sedige's family in Herat 
province "but then fatalli- 
ties continued In more rural 
parts of Afghanistan, so | 
felt this guilt." 

That diversity of exper 
ences of Afghan women is 
often overlooked, says Me- 
jgan Massoumi, an Afghan 
American historian. 

Some girls and women 


worked fo seize the oppor- 
tunity of going to school 
and getting a job; others 
faced social and econom- 
ic burdens holding them 
back, she says. 

IN bigger cities, like Kabul, 
women may have more 
visibility and rights than in 
the many rural areas of the 
vast country. 

Girls’ education has been 
a battlefield with uneven 
Orogress. 

Even before the recent 
Taliban takeover, multiple 
barriers -- including cultural 
norms, familial disapprov- 
al, security fears, financial 
pressures, the long dis- 
tance to some schools and 
shortages of female teach- 
ers -- have kept significantly 
more girls than boys out of 
school, especially when the 
girls reach adolescence, 
according to a 2019 UNI- 
CEF report. 

Still, UNICEF Deputy Execu- 
tive Director Omar Abdi 
told reporters that the num- 
ber of children enrolled in 
schools increased from one 
million in 2001, when the 
Taliban were ousted from 
power, to almost 10 mil- 
lion, including 4 million girls. 
Despite this progress, 4.2 
million children are out of 
school, including 2.6 million 
girls, he said. 

"The education gains of 
the past two decades must 
be strengthened and not 
rolled back," said Abdi, 
who added he urged the 
Taliban to let all girls resume 
learning. 

Speaking in mid October, 





he said girls were allowed 
to attend secondary school 
in only five of Afghanistan's 
orovinces. Taliban's educa- 
tion minister, Abdi said, told 
him they were working on 
"a framework which they 
will Gnnounce soon" that 
will allow all girls to go to 
secondary schools. 

The Taliban have sought 
to portray themselves as 
more moderate than when 
they imposed their harsh in- 
teroretation of Islamic law 
during their earlier rule, but 
many Afghans are skepti- 
cal. 

The Taliban is "taking their 
personal, unique interpre- 
tation of Islamic law and 
fusing it with their cultural 
Understanding of women's 
rights and women's access 
to the public sohere," says 
Ali A. Olomi, an assistant 
orofessor of Islamic and 
Middle East history at Penn 
State University, Abington, 
stressing that Islam strongly 
encourages education. 


Masouma Tajik worries her 
younger sisters may not 
have access to the same 
opportunities that have al- 
lowed her to become a 
data analyst in Kabul. 

The 22-year-old, career- 
minded Tajik graduated 
from the American Univer- 
sity of Afghanistan, where 
she studied on a scholar- 
ship. 

She recalls feeling scared 
shortly before the Taliban 
seized Kabul. "The first rea- 
son that | was afraid was 
my right to live as a wom- 


an,’ she says. "| OUT SO Much 
time and effort on my ca- 
reer." After the Taliban take- 
over, Tajik left Afghanistan 
for Eastern Europe. She's 
been applying for scholar- 
ships or refugee programs 
in different countries. 

Her sisters stayed behind in 
Herat with the rest of the 
family. 

One of her sisters’ answers 
became shorter when they 
talked: No, she doesn't go 
to school (their youngest 
sister does). The sister, who 
used fo fell Tajik that she 
wanted to join the army, 
didn't complain but her 
voice betrayed her sad- 
ness, Tajik says. More re- 
cently, that sister started 
sharing that she has been 
going out, including to the 
park, and studying English 
at home. 

Tajik has no idea how to 
help; her own life is in limbo. 
"I'm just like giving hope for 
them," Tajik says. "Il have 
nothing, no plan in my 
hands for them. She under- 
stands this." 

Nazia, 30, is also missing 
Q younger sister who _ Is 
in| Afghanistan. The two 
were separated two years 
ago, when Nazia moved 
to America and Hena re- 
mained in Kabul. 

Hena is growing hope- 
less about what the future 
holds. 

At times, Nazia, who didn't 
want her last name used to 
orotect the identity of rela- 
tives in Afghanistan, tries to 
cheer her up; at others, she 
joins her in crying. 

Since she was a child, Hena 
has dreamed of becoming 
a doctor. 

"Everything has been taken 
away from us," she says, 
speaking on Zoom as Na- 
zia translates. She helps her 
mom with chores at home 
and, sometimes, reads her 
textbooks, unsure whether 
or when she will be able 
to use them in a classroom 
again. 

And Nazia feels helpless: 
‘| can't do anything for 
them." 


In Afghanistan, Bahara says 
she had been counting the 
days since boys beyond 
the sixth grade have been 
allowed back to school, 
but not the girls. LJ 
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By JIM VERTUNO and CAR- 
LOS RODRIGUEZ Associated 
Press 

In a teeming metropolis of 
more than 20 million, one 
face and one smile stands 
out on billboards and on 
television this week in Mexi- 
co City: Formula One driver 
Sergio Perez. 

Mexico's favorite racing 
son is back, this time with 
a chance to win his home 
race at the Mexican Grand 
Prix on Sunday, while his 
Red Bull teammate Max 
Verstappen and Mercedes 
Lewis Hamilton battle for 
the season championship. 

Fl hasn't raced in Mexico 
City since 2019. In years 
past, thundering chants of 
“Checo! Checo!" poured 
out of the massive grand- 
stands at the Autodromo 
Hermanos Rodriguez, even 
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Red Bull's Perez heads home fo adoring crowd | in ibiaiaaie City 





lief efforts and came to the 
city to help raise more. 

On Wednesday, more than 
100,000 fans watched him 
drive a Red Bull call on 
Mexico City's famed Paseo 
de la Reforma, blasting his 
engine and spinning do- 
nuts. He said he has faced 
a barrage of requests for 
favors along with requests 
for tickets "but | don't have 
any more!” 

‘| have so much to be 
thankful with the fans," Per- 
ez said. "To me it would be 
a dream come true to win 
the race." 

A product of the Ferrari 
Driver Academy, he got 
early financial backing 
from Mexico's Carlos Slim, 
one of the richest men in 
the world. He was 15 when 
he left his native Guadala- 
jara for Europe to join the 


when Perez was just scrap- 
ping for a top-10 finish. 

He returns this week with a 
car capable of a podium 
finish and maybe even 
a victory that could turn 
those cheers into rapture. 
"A podium would be amaz- 
ing, it's the least that the 
country deserves, Perez 
said. "We are in Red Bull 
now and the support is even 
bigger this time around." 
Perez is one of just six Mexi- 
can drivers in Fl history and 
has always been adored 
by race fans in his home 
country, even when he was 


in teams and cars that were 
nowhere near the front. His 
best finish here is seventh, 
which he has done twice. 

Even early in his career, 
his popularity and poten- 
tial made him a key figure 
in helping race promoters 
bring the world's biggest 


motorsports series back 
to Mexico in 2015 after 23 
years away. 


Perez helped lure investors 
and joined efforts to land 
political support for the 
race, said Tavo Hellmund, 
the former American driver 
and promoter who helped 


develop the race. ia ZU15; 
then-President Enrique 
Pena Nieto made sure to 
visit Perez in his garage. 
"“Checo was instrumental in 
the public relations of if all," 
Hellmund said. ‘The (polli- 
tics) was pretty difficult to 
navigate. Checo was huge 
in that." 

He's still the focus of the 
publicity surrounding the 
race weekend. While Ver- 
stappen and Hamilton fight 
through Fl's best cham- 
pionship duel in years, It's 
Perez who is most promi- 
nently featured in advertis- 


ing across the city and the 
girwaves. 

The souvenir zone at the 
track typically has sales 
tents featuring special Per- 


ez merchandise, usually 
located not far from those 
dedicated to Ayrton Sen- 
na, the Brazilian racing leg- 
end who was killed in 1994. 
Perez pays back that good- 
will from local fans when he 
can. When Mexico City was 
hit with an earthquake in 
2017 that killed more than 
200 people a month before 
the race, Perez donated 
more than $165,000 to re- 


junior circuits that feed into 
Fl. 

His career was hot in 2012 
when he scored his. first 
three podiums with Savu- 
ber. But the next several 
years with McLaren, Sa- 
hara Force India and Rac- 
ing Point produced just a 
handful of podium finishes. 
By 2020, he was in danger 
of losing his seat. 

His first career victory came 
in the 2020 Sakhir Grand 
Prix in Bahrain. It was the 
perfect drive at the per- 
fect time, and launched his 
path to Red Bull.) 





Sri Lanka ends West Indies’ hopes of T20 World Cup semis 


ABU DHABI, 


United Arab Emirates 


ing hard, so I'm really happy," said 


ing to England, South Africa and 


Nissanka holed out in the deep in 


(AP) — Sri Lanka ended defending 
champion West Indies’ slim hopes 
of advancing to the semifinals with 
an emphatic 20-run victory in their 
last T20 World Cup game on Thurs- 
day. 

Young batters Charith Asalanka 
(68) and Pathum Nissanka (51) 
toyed with the seven-man West 
Indies attack in raising Sri Lanka's 
highest total of 189-3 in their final 
Group 1 game by slamming pow- 
erful half centuries. 

In reply, West Indies, which won the 
toss and elected fo field, lost their 
power hitters cheaply before get- 
ting restricted at 169-8. 

Shimron Hetmyer narrowed the 
defeat with a fighting unbeaten 
81 off 54 balls, but Sri Lanka always 
looked favorite to sign off from the 
tournament on a winning note. 
“These youngsters have been work- 


Sri Lanka captain Dasun Shanka. 
"They worked really hard for this. 
They have a long career ahead 
and a lot of good cricket to come." 
The 42-year-old Chris Gayle could 
score only 1, Andre Russell made 
only 9 while the world's new No. 1 
T20 bowler, legspinner Wanindu 
Hasaranga (2-19), clean bowled 
Dwayne Bravo (1) and captain Ki- 
eron Pollard for zero as West Indies 
lost wickets with regular intervals in 
a steep chase. 

"(Hasaranga) is a gem. He's a su- 
perstar in the making," Shanaka 
said. "There's a lot of cricket to be 
played, we have fo protect him as 
well (but) as a captain, | back him 
in every situation." 

Inexperienced Sri Lanka bowed 
out of the tournament with four 
points in Super 12s, defeating Ban- 
gladesh and West Indies while los- 


Australia. 

Two-time champion West Indies, 
having a solitary win over Bangla- 
desh, takes on Australia in their last 
group game on Saturday. 

"We have spoken time and time 
again, especially from a batting 
perspective, what we need to do 
as individuals and we have not 
done well," Pollard said. "A couple 
of young guys are putting up their 
hands but the experienced guys, 
myself included, have not done 
well.” 

West Indies had a mathematical 
chance to go through to the last 
four, but Asalanka and Nissanka 
combined in a brilliant 91-run sec- 
ond-wicket stand. 

The West Indies’ most experienced 
bowler Bravo was smashed for 42 
off his four overs. 

Bravo finally broke the stand when 


the 16th over. 

Ravi Rmpaul and Jason Holder also 
couldn't impress and finished with 
identical figure of 0-37. 

The Sri Lanka fielders showed plen- 
ty of athleticism on the field with 
Bhanuka Rajapaksa and Chamika 
Karunaratne holding onto stunning 
catches to dismiss Roston Chase 
and Holder, respectively. 

Hetmyer, who hit eight fours and 
four sixes, narrowed the margin 
of defeat in the last three overs 
through some big hitting against 
fast bowler Karunaratne (2-43) and 
Dushmantha Chameera (1-41). 
"We are not going to hide from 
the fact that it's been disappoint- 
ing for us," Pollard said. "I'm sure all 
the guys are hurting in that dressing 
room. It's something we didn't see 
coming, but we have to face the 
reality."LJ 
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Police prepare for violence as Union Berlin hosts Feyenoord 


BERLIN (AP) — Berlin po- 
lice are on alert for fan 
violence when Union Ber- 
lin and Dutch team Fey- 
enoord meet for their sec- 
ond game in the Europa 
Conference League on 
Thursday. 

There were disturbances 
and an attack on the Union 
team delegation for the 
teams' previous game. 
Visiting supporters began 
gathering in the German 
capital on Wednesday. 
Police made 71 arrests al- 
together late Wednesday 
and early Thursday morning 
for offenses including riot- 
ing and other disturbances 
after fans had been drink- 
ing heavily in various parts 
of the city. 

Two Feyenoord fans were 
apprehended after paint- 
ing their team's name on 
the East Side Gallery, an 
open-air collection of art- 
works on the longest sur- 
viving stretch of the Berlin 
Wall. If was promptly paint- 
ed over in gray by Union 
supporters who wrote “UI- 
tras Union!" That in turn was 
later daubed over by Her- 
tha Berlin fans. 

Police stopped rival fans 
from coming together for 


ore-planned fights in Trep- 
tower Park and Tempelhof, 
police spokesman Martin 
Dams told The Associated 
Press. 

"They were prepared for 
violence," said Dams, who 
said police were expecting 
some 5,000 Dutch fans in 
Berlin for the game. 

There were more. arrests 
shortly before kickoff. Ber- 
lin's police said on Twitter 
that one fan was appre- 
hended for setting off a 








flare at Rominter Allee near way to the game. 


the stadium, and two more 
were arrested for alleg- 
edly resisting and attacking 
emergency service person- 
nel. 

There were announce- 
ments in Dutch and Ger- 
man reminding fans that 
pyrotechnics are not per- 
mitted. Heavy rainfall kept 
supporters moving along 
relatively quickly. Police in 
riot gear maintained a very 
visible presence on the sub- 


Police said the Rosa-Lux- 
emburg-Platz subway sta- 
tion was full of smoke, that 
a train had to be replaced 
at Alexanderplatz due to a 
door being destroyed, and 
that fans set off more pyro- 
technics en route. 

"We have lots of under- 
standing for football fans 
looking forward to their 
team's game. We have no 
Understanding if crimes are 
committed and bystanders 


T=DAY. 





are hindered or even en- 
dangered,” police said on 
Twitter in both German and 
DUTEN: 

The Berlin senate gave the 
go-ahead on Wednesday 
for up to 30,000 specta- 
tors to attend the match 
in Olympiastadion, usually 
home to Union's city rival 
Hertha. Union is using the 
stadium because ifs own 
in the eastern borough of 
KOpenick doesn't have 
enough seating capacity 
to meet UEFA demands. 
Union deployed 800 game 
stewards to help with se- 
curity, the most it has ever 
had ata match. 

Union lost the previous 
meeting 3-1 in Rotterdam 
on Oct. 21, but that game 
was overshadowed by the 
attack on Union's team 
delegation, including club 
oresident Dirk Zingler, the 
day before, followed by 
what if said was "brutal 
police violence" against 
its fans on the day of the 
match. 

"Unfortunately, many of us 
did not feel welcome in 
Rotterdam,’ Zingler wrote 
in the program for Union's 
match against Bayern Mu- 
nich last Saturday. J 


Giants limit access after false positive COVID-19 fests 





— The New York Giants lim- 
ited access to their facility 
after the laboratory han- 
dling their COVID-19 testing 
had an unusually high num- 
ber of false positive tests. 
The Giants said several 
more players and coaches 
had false positives on Thurs- 
day, forcing the team to 
cancel in-facility morning 
meetings for players and 
to close their office to non- 
football staff. 


EAST RUTHERFORD, N.J. (AP) 
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Coach Joe Judge said 
some players and coach- 
es were sent home and 
later brought back to the 
building for an afternoon 
walkthrough and practice 
when a second test was 
negative. 

It's been a different type of 
day, we have flowed with 
it pretty well as an organi- 
zation," Judge said before 
practice, adding if was 
reminiscent of last season 
when the pandemic over- 


shadowed the season at 
times. 

Judge said all meetings 
were conducted virtually. 
The Giants said Bio-Refer- 
ence Laboratories, which 
handles testing for the 
league, IS experiencing 
an unusually high number 
of false positives using the 
Rapid Mesa Test. With one 
exception, the team said, 
all the positive Mesa test re- 
sults over the past two days 
have come back negative 
through PCR testing. 

PCR is a molecular test that 
detects genetic material of 
the virus using a lab tech- 
nique called polymerase 
chain reaction. 

The laboratory is working 
with experts to determine 
the source of the problem, 
the team said. 

The NFL and the laboratory 
are monitoring the situa- 
tion, the team said, add- 
ing it is temporarily halting 
the use of the Rapid Mesa 


Test and administering PCR 
tests only. 

The Giants’ medical staff 
told Judge to be patient. 
"We have told every player 
to be ready, to be focused 
and locked in and ready 
for this game," said Judge. 
He has told his staff to have 
everybody ready to go on 
Sunday morning should 
more positive tests rule out 
players. 

Judge said no player has 
been ruled out for the 
game. The person who will 
not be available is running 
backs coach Burton Burns, 
whose positive test return 
on Tuesday was confirmed. 
Offensive coordinator Ja- 
son Garrett said Freddie 
Kitchens, the former Browns 
coach and the Giants se- 
nior offensive assistant, will 
work with the running backs 
this week along with offen- 
sive assistant Jody Wright. 
The Giants went on alert 
Tuesday when 13 members 


of the organization tested 
positive after the team 
returned from a Monday 
night game against the 
Chiefs in Kansas City. The 
people who tested positive 
were retested and Burns 
was the only one who had 
a second positive test. 

On Wednesday, the orga- 
nization retested coaches, 
players, staff and _ front- 
office personnel, delaying 
practice more than 30 min- 
Utes. 

Injured star running back 
Saquon Barkley, safety 
Xavier McKinney and left 
guard Matt Skura tested 
positive and were placed 
in the COVID-19 protocol 
and missed practice for 
Sunday's game. 

Barkley and McKinney had 
two positive rapid tests and 
they were placed on the 
reserve/COVID-19 list. Sku- 
ra's second rapid test was 
negative and he was at 
practice Thursday.) 


